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Zoning Board of Appeals 
City of Waltham 
119 School Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02451 

Re: ZBA Caso No. 2020-15 
Solar Canopies - Gann Academy 

Dear Members of the Board of Appeals: 

July 16, 2020 

Omni Navitas Holdings, LLC, is a full-seNice, comprehensive development firm concentrating on solar 
renewable energy. Omni Navitas partners with private land owners and governmental agencies to construct 
ground based and parking lot solar canopies. Omni Navitas has partnered with Gann Academy and 
proposes to install solar parking lot canopies above the existing parking lot at the school. 

Solar parking lot canopies are essentially carports with solar panels. The canopies cover existing parking 
lot spaces and protect cars from the elements: sun, rain, and snow while providing a green source of 
renewable energy. Omni Navitas will be installing the canopies under a long term lease arrangement with 
the school. 

The proposed project is a 480 KW AC Solar Canopy. It will cover four rows of a to be reconfigured 
parking lot at Gann Academy as well as an adjoining grassed area. The project will produce 
approximately 800,000 kwh per year which can power approximately 130 homes. The structure is a steel 
frame with photovoltaic panels installed on top. The panels convert the sunlight into electricity which will 
be fed into the local grid. The current Massachusetts Solar Program provides a greater financial incentive 
for building parking lot canopies that feed the power into the local grid rather than consuming directly on 
site. This represents the only remaining solar option for Gann as it has all ready installed solar panels on 
its' roof and a ground mounted project is not feasible given the limited available land. 

Gann Academy has made a commitment to increasing its use of alternative energy through either direct 
consumption or through offsetting its consumption by generating power and feeding it into the grid. 
Though it is not directly user of the power, in reality the power fed into the grid is generally consumed in 
the nearby area. 

The project is anticipated to be constructed in 2021 when the school is having its summer break. The 
construction period is expected to be six weeks. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

John McDonough 
Principal 

Omni Navitas Holdings LLC 

75 Central Street Boston MA 02109 
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