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Waltham Conservation Commission

September 26, 2013
Meeting Minutes
Attendees:  Lesya Struz, Daniel Keleher, Maureen Fowler, Bill Doyle, Gerard Dufromont, Robin Brodsky
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm.
Prospectus sign off/ Plan Sign off:

· Attorney Michael Connors representing 275 Wyman LLC.  He attended the meeting on September 12, 2013. There was no quorum.  There was a question on whether the prospectus had to be voted on. All of the paper work is signed he just needs a vote by the commission.  He attended the Conservation meeting on February 28, 2013 to discuss the overlay districts approved by the City Council this past July.  HW Moore received an ARAD at the July 18th Conservation meeting. They need to get a special permit from City Council. Project consists of taking down the existing building and construction a new first class 5 story building and parking garage. 

Motion made by Ms. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Struz to approve special permit signature.   

Motion passed.

· 118-120 Willow Street: Attorney Steve Parnagian represented the property. The property currently has two units. Second floor is residential and first floor is a business. They are trying to rezone the first floor as residential. Mr. Doyle signed the prospectus.

Mrs. Fowler made a motion that the property is out of jurisdiction, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion Passed.

Storer Conservation Land Request:

Witt Taylor, PHD, Bentley University

 The class would like to conduct a standard, field survey of a portion of the forest behind StoneHurst. The survey will being with the layout of transect, 25 meters in length, with 3 plot areas. The plot areas are 5 meter squares at the beginning, middle and end of the 25 meter transect. The students will mark their plots with small wooden sticks, much like kabob skewers that have colored biodegradable marking tape on the ends to indicate separate plots and make it easier to determine the boundaries of the plots. They will count the organisms and plants that fall into the quadrants. They will put up proper signage to let people know what is going on.  The project will benefit the students by gaining experience in scientific method. Measure diversity and why it is important that diversity is on the planet. 

The benefits to the storer are species diversity and abundance in the forest. Collected samples preserved for future investigators, early warning of invasive or noxious plants, possible future collaborations.

There will be 20 students, 5 in each group. The Commission would like signs put up with Conservation phone number and saying that Bentley is working in collaboration with the Conservation Commission. Ms. Struz questioned when the project will begin? They are hoping to begin on Tuesday, Oct 1st.  They would like to start before the leaves drop. Ms. Struz questioned why he would not try Forest Street Park or Lawrence Meadow for the project. Mr. Taylor stated that he did a walkthrough of Stone Hurst with a geology class and saw that there are some neat things outs there.

Question whether the transects are going to have GPS? He said he can do that. They are not publishing the study in a journal at this point.  

The Commission approved the study and determined it is non-invasive with the following conditions:

There is notification of the project in and around the area.

Contacting the Commission of the exact location beforehand

Making sure there is hard copy of some kind of report. 
Keep certain information confidential. (Endangered species)

Presentation by the students of their findings.

Mr. Keleher questioned why Mr. Taylor was not able to get the students to attend the meeting tonight? They are just learning and they aren’t confident enough to present it.

Ms. Struz questioned when the presentation from students could happen? Possibly the first meeting in December. He will try to line up the class when the meeting is.
Request for Certificate of Compliance DEP#: 316-0665

Applicant: Stanley Bloomenthal
Project Location: 11 Waverly Oaks Road
Map/Parcel#: R053005001A
Mr. Pio Lombardo represented Mr. Bloomenthal. The work has been completed for the bank stabilization improvement. He has provided documents and as built plans. Mrs. Fowler drove by and said it looks good and looks like it is going to do the job it is designed to do. 

Mrs. Fowler read the DEP comments: “MassDEP disagrees that riprap bank stabilization is the only feasible method of preventing flood damage and further erosion. The cumulative effect of progressive bank armoring is an increase in stream velocities over time which will place increased stress on downstream reaches. Terraced geocells are an effective replacement for riprap when in filled with sand and gravel (outside face of cells may be planted). Also, large toe stones can be used in tandem with geotextiles. Also, cross vanes could be designed to deflect flows from the north bank. Is there erosion due to overbank runoff? If so, that should be eliminated as part of the proposed project. Alternatives to riprap should be further evaluated.”  

They are asking questions first? Is it due to erosion bank run off? Mr. Lombardo spoke: They don’t understand the situation. Their recommendation is generic. Because of the steepness of the location, encroachment would go into the brook. If they knew the site they would have said no. From an engineering point of view what was done is the best thing possible. The edge of the bank is in the parking lot and the road is there so it was already pretty steep to begin with. The fix on the Beaverbrook in that area is big. There is a lot of going on. The problem is to clear out the vegetation. The vegetation is overgrowing and leaves and branches are hanging in the water.  There is sediment back up because of old bad practices. There are trees growing on the sediment. Mr. Bloomenthal would be pleased to participate in a program with the Conservation Commission to improve the area. He takes pride in his property.  Ms. Brodsky stated that she lives in at the property and they do take care about the property and the area.
Ms. Struz expressed concern over when DEP made the comments and that maybe the owner should contact DEP. Mr. Keleher commented it is up to the applicant to contact DEP. The risk is with the applicant.

Motion to issue certificate of compliance made by Mr. Keleher, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

Mr. Doyle made a comment that Maguire Associates have been studying the Beaverbrook since college. Mr. Lombardo will look into. He would suggest that there is a solution that the geocells would be effective on the other side of the brook. The water level of the brook changes dramatically.

Request for Determination of Applicability

Applicant: Lois MacFarland
Project Location: 491 Lexington Street
Project Type: Remove and dispose of existing granite in ground pool.
Map/Parcel#: R0330030046

Ms. MacFarland has hired Pure Aqua to dispose of the in ground pool. They will be using recycled material to fill in the area plus loom and seed. All work to be done within the fence. The pool has been there since 1967. She stated they will put concrete and asphalt in. The Commission stated they can’t put asphalt in only processed gravel and clean fill.

She will be taking out of a couple of bushes to get the equipment in.  There will be no replanting.  Question about the piping underground? That will be removed except for the electrical that goes to the shed. Question how close is the shed to the stream? It is about  75 feet.

Motion made by Mrs. Fowler to issue a negative determination, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.

Meeting minutes

7/18/13, 8/15/13, 9/12/13.

Motion to approve all minutes with corrections made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.

Correspondence

· Paul Finger and associates re: 48 Woerd Ave. All work is out of the buffer zone. Contact Jon from the Building Department to say it is ok for work at location.

· Jeff Malloy from BSC Group- updated plans for Watch Factory Project; they are going to redo the embankment with logs and erosion control.  Ms. Struz commented that the area by Prospect Street is still eroding. Something needs to be done. It is still under an order of conditions. The grass is not good. It is falling down in the straw wattles. Mr. Keleher thinks it is a big improvement. He doesn’t agree that it is eroding. He thinks there is going to be some erosion. It looks to him like there was some erosion in the past. It is natural that leaves are going to go down. Then there was no grass in its place it was going to get caught up in the silt fence. They don’t know how much it is eroding. There is significant grass growth. He thinks significant progress is being made.Mr. Doyle will make a site visit to the Watch Factory.

· GZA environmental- environmental report that was requested.

· Nate from Norfolk Ram Group- Work beginning at 163R Riverview Ave. Email states hay bales, it needs to be straw bales.

· Bill Jones from Linden Engineering-Winter Street Culvert replacement work to begin. Mr. Dufromont went the meeting at the location. Cambridge Water was in full blessing of the project. They are going to start from the parking lot near the road, onto road, and do the work there. In 4 weeks they will do the part from the road that goes to the reservoir. It is going to take until mid-November. They have to move the water line. 
· Attorney Phil McCourt- special permit for 215 Lexington Street.  They want to turn it into a used car lot and not change anything to the building. He came before the commission. They moving to the front where Blockbuster used to be. 

· Andrea Mason- Follow up for map for National Grid work on Farwell Street.

Old Business

Mrs. Fowler: 
· YMCA emergency repair-resend a letter

· 305 Bacon Street. As of a week ago there was still no change. Resend an email.

· 11 Waverly Oaks Road- Take off list

· 33 Sanderson- there is still a big pile of stuff. It is causing the channel to narrow.

· Boston Bark- Contact Mr. Bibbo for an update

· Snow Circle- Pull file for properties for next meeting

Mr. Dufromont:

· Conservation restrictions. Property owned by Exxon. He thinks electric company has double capacity of machine to start work.

· Trail and Stone Hurst- He hasn’t had a chance to sit with Ann Clifford.

· He attended the Falzone ribbon cutting. They have done a wonderful job on the field. When it is completed they are required to take the silt screening down. It is up, in good shape, and working fine.

Mr. Keleher:

· Care and Control- He was supposed to bring in packet on restrictions, he will bring it in.

· Mr. Rudnick is going to give him a list of parcels that are owned by the city and private entities. He has not looked through it. Mr. Dufromont commented that it has been presented to the CPA board. There are two major owners that have back taxes owed. He has requested their names. They are looking for 1.2 million dollars. He has a problem with paying people who still owe taxes. There are multiple lots put 60 percent of land mass with water is owned by the two trusts. Mr. Keleher questioned if they have been in touch with the city about a tax taking. Mr. Dufromont responded that the money would be taken out of the purchase price anyways.

Mr. Doyle:

· Map Layers-no update
· 579 Lexington Street- Received a letter from homeowner a few months ago.  Originally the commission backed off because they were trying to deal with the neighborhood along the brook. The middle school flooding problem has been fixed. There is no longer a need to have a berm in the yard. It was already built when they moved in. When Mr. Dufromont visited a property on Chester brook he saw it in the yard. The owner removed the blocks on top of the berm and brought in loom and made it even with the wall there. Then put in bamboo. The bamboo is gone.  They filled in the back lot. There are multiple abuses from the middle school down to Clark’s pond on at least one side.  The office will forward the DEP the last letter and send all correspondence to DEP to please assist. Mr. Keleher commented that the problem is there are multiple violations; he thinks they are relatively small in the big picture and that they are picking on certain people.  The commission needs to think about what their goals are.Mr Doyle comment he was thinking about the Beaverbrook and Chester brook when Mr. Lombardo was talking. It could be a legacy of the commission. They need to figure out if it’s a natural stream or an urban drainage channel or if it is combined. Mrs. Fowler brought up the Hazard Mitigation grant; people can apply for emergency flooding. The new planning director would be the one to write the grant.  Ms. Brodsky can be the proponent for the Hazard Mitigation grant.  List under Ms. Brodsky’s name.  She will contact the new planning director Catherine Cagle to present proposal. Mr. Doyle will get the Rizzo report.

· New member. Only need 1 more member. Bill will speak with the mayor again. New member Ms. Robin Brodsky is the newest member. She is currently a real estate agent for the past 7 years. She has a Bachelor Degree in Environmental Science and a Master degree in Environmental management and consulting. She has worked at Massport, Harvard University, and Suffolk Environmental. She has done wetland delineations and has presented to Concoms. 

· 131 Linden Street- Mr. Doyle saw him today. He says the engineer is working on it. Mr. McCourt said they are working on the plan.

· 52 Rumford Ave- Take off list

· Costco- No response from Law Department

· Add 12 Hiawatha to Mrs. Fowler’s list. It’s the property next to the new Hardy Pond Canoe Launce. There is a letter from July 25, 2012 from the Commission requesting owner to remove stuff on property 50 feet back. The building department contacted the office about the property.  No sure if there is a violation on the property. Ms. Struz will post a question on the MACC use group to ask what the Commission can jurisdictional do. Forward all info to Brian Bower and have him call Mr. Doyle.

· Mr. Doyle spoke with someone about Smith Street project. Contact Mr. Casazza to file for a certificate of compliance for the project. Mr. Dufromont will drive by the location.

Ms. Struz:
· She will be visiting the stored area at Hardy Pond. Looks like there was sparse seeding. There are large rocks that trees were planted next to. The trees planted don’t have room to expand. She is looking to see what invasive are there and will let the Hardy Pond residents know what the pull up.
· DCR- She will make a list of all DCR property violations. Then get letter to DCR saying things are happing on their property and will cc DEP

· 85 Crescent St. -No update

Committee Reports:

CPC
·  Arrigo Farm over by Frances Food Market.  There was a delay in getting a 21 E done and appraisal for the property. Question on who would care and control it? Land Trust and Community Farm. There are no wetlands on the property. There are 22 buildable lots if the city does not buy the property.

· Grove Street: There is a piece of 1.9 acres between the houses. They did a site inspection on Tuesday morning. They want $75,000. There are good things and bad things. There is a problem with the neighbors using the property for personal use. There is a pipe culvert on the property.

· There was a playground established at Prospect Hill projects. They came to the CPA for $8700. Other groups came to help put the playground up.  It is a nice playground.

· Fernald School is still on hold

Site Visit:

· Chapel Hill Chauncy Hall School: They put up the wall. It looks brand new and fresh. It appears to be where it was historically once was. Ms. Struz questioned if there were things they were supposed to do regarding plantings. They were told just to put the wall up and let everything grown in naturally. Ms. Struz commented there was some erosion. Bill will visit the property to look for erosion, he did not see any. He will contact Al.

Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed

Meeting adjourned at 9:25pm. 

