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Waltham Conservation Commission

July 18, 2013  
Meeting Minutes 
Attendees:  Maureen Fowler, Gerard Dufromont, Lesya Struz, Daniel Keleher, Bill Doyle
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm.
Public Meeting

Request for Determination of Applicability

Applicant:  Ibrahim Hallaj
Project Location:  85 Crescent Street
Project Type:   Replace and expand wood deck and repair brook patio, add railings and pergola.
Map/ Parcel#: R690010001
Mr. Hallaj has come to prior meetings to discuss project.  There was a discussion about the wall that has been built in his yard. The Commission will contact Mr. Hallaj in the future for a site visit to discuss the wall. 
Motion to issue a negative determination by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont with the following conditions 1) straw wattles around the deck area 2) 14 x 32 open spaced wood deck with no roof similar to current deck.  

Motion passed.

Public Meeting
Request for a Certificate of Compliance DEP#: 316-518
Applicant: Priscilla Frappier
Project location:  105 Hardy Pond Road
Map/Parcel#:   R0130090018
Mr. Bibbo represented Mrs. Frappier. There is a long history at the property dated back to September 2003. A contract was hired to replace walls on front porch of the property and did not finish or obtain a permit. The contractor left with the money and did not finish.  They received an emergency certification. The applicant went to the Zoning Board of Appeals for the garage with a roof. 

Mr. Bibbo presented before and after plans. The approved plan does not have a roof on the garage. The as built plan does. It’s a better situation with the roof. The water is going out through the roof drains and gutter walls to the front of the street.  It substantially complies. 

Mr. Keleher made a motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 
Public Hearing 
Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation DEP#: 316-0666 
Applicant: H.W. Moore Associates
Project Location: 275 & 303 Wyman Street 

Project Type:  Confirmation of wetland resource delineation
Map/ Parcel#: R002100100001 & R012009006A
Mr. Young from Wetland Preservation, Inc represented applicant.  Mr. Jim White from H.W. Moore Associates was also present.  Mr. Young presented site plans.  They would like to verify wetland areas at 275 & 303 Wyman Street.  No wetlands exist on the property boundary for 275. They will have to file an NOI in the future.  They should notify Cambridge Water Supply before work to be done.  Mr. Dufromont questioned how many more buildings are going in. They do not know. Mrs. Fowler visited the property. She was only able to locate one flag. Mr. Young said they have replaced all the flags. To review the other stream, they would have to walk up the stream channel. There is a lot of poison ivy and a big ditch. The area is hard to get to and can’t see anything.  Question to when detention basins were installed. They were installed before 1995.  It is considered wetlands but need to function as detention basins.  Ms. Struz made a correction to bittersweet in Wetland area A to change the name to Celastrus. 
Motion to close public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Struz. Motion passed. 

Motion to issue that ANRAD is accurate made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 

Public Hearing
Request for Notice of Intent DEP # 316-0667
Applicant: Island Realty Trust 
Project Location: 163 Aft Riverview Ave. 
Project Type:  Removal of underground storage tank and installation of gravel or crushed stone to limit human exposure to lead-impacted surficial soil.
Map/ Parcel#: R0760190011
Mr. Nate Gardner from Norfolk-Ram Group represented the applicant. There was an environmental assessment. They found contaminates on all of the property.  Contaminates are under the asphalt and under the building. They found some elevated metals. Primarily lead and zinc. Thinks the lead and zinc were dumped near the wetland 50- 60 years ago.  They did a DEP phase 2 and 3 report and came up with a whole list of potential alternatives.  Most of them are very expensive. The cost effective measure is to put down a layer of crushed stone and gravel along the area where the highest concentration is.   They are going to leave current paved area and put stone in other areas. The second park is there is an old map that shows a storage tank on the property towards the road. They would like to dig out the storage tank and the contaminated soil around it. They don’t anticipate any problems with petroleum in the storage.  
The Commission would like them to come up with other alternatives.  A site visit was scheduled for Wed. July 31st at 6pm.

Motion to continue public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed 

Motion to take item out of order by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Struz. Motion passed.

· 305 Bacon Street: Mr. Rock was present to give an update on the property. The road is complete. There are a few other items to be completed. There are superseding orders from the DEP that he needs to follow. The soil piles needs to be removed or covered. Mr. Rock stated he thought that was done but he will check with the contractor. The straw bales and silt fence have not been in great condition.  They need to reconstruct the silt fence barrier and straw bales.  It was recommended that Mr. Rock spread the loom and stabilize and then close out the permit. The houses will need to be built on a separate NOI. 
Ms. Fowler made a motion to take Mr. Larry Smith from Charles River Recreation.  Mr. Dufromont seconded. Motion passed.

· Mr. Smith spoke to the Commission about aquatic harvesting.  Last year they took out 100 tons of weeds. CWRA had 300 volunteers. They got a matching grant from DCR. They want to control the water chestnuts. He has been trying early harvesting to see what works. The harvester he has pulls up the whole plant. The reason he came in because he got a grant for $75,000.  He can’t do a higher level of removing with his equipment. He can keep the passageways open and do mowing.  He would like to request under is orders of condition to do a bigger harvest operation. It would save time and money.  His plan for the short term is to work upstream down and to open channels to Purgatory Cove.   Mr. Smith will write a letter to request an insignificant change so that it can be put on file.

Mrs. Fowler makes a motion to issue an insignificant change, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 

Motion to resume commission business made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 
Commission business: 

Motion made to approve minutes from June 27th with some corrections made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 

Motion to take an item out of order made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

Motion to purchase a lap top for office made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.  

Correspondence: 

· Duck Pond Dam.  Mr. Dufromont and Mr. Doyle visited Duck Pond Dam.  Half of the property is in Waltham and half is in Belmont. The water is totally drained and the shut off valve is not working correctly. There are pot holes on the walks some are 4 feet deep. DCR is working on it. Pare corporation is working under plans and will be submitted to them. They will be requesting an Emergency Certification to fix the threat. Mr. Doyle will sign Emergency Certification. 
· Fuel Storage Permit for American Legion: Questions what to do about it. Bill will look into it. 

· 11 Waverly Oaks Road- Wants to schedule a site visit. Mrs. Fowler will go by and look.

· Windsor Village master plan to be added to Mrs. Fowler’s list.
Motion made by Mrs. Fowler to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55pm.
