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Waltham Conservation Commission

June 13, 2013 
Meeting Minutes Draft
Attendees:  Maureen Fowler, Gerard Dufromont, Bill Doyle, Daniel Keleher, Lesya Struz
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm

Ms. Struz entered meeting at 7:05pm

Public Meeting

Request for Determination of Applicability
Applicant: Suzanne Miller

Project Location: 338 Bishops Forest Drive, Assessors Map# R034 006 0018 338

Project Type: Patio Expansion
There is a stream behind the unit where she lives. It is not wet all year long. Lower level walk out and she would like to expand.  It will remain at least 30 feet away from the stream.  It will be leveled with sand stone and nothing will penetrate the ground. It is required by the association to keep materials in her driveway. She has approval from both of her neighbors. The association will only allow material to stay 2-3 days.

Motion made by Mrs. Fowler for a Negative determination #2 with condition of straw waddles around the area along the toe of the fencing and pending site visit within the next 48 hours. Mr. Dufromont seconded. Motion passed. 

Mrs. Fowler took another attendance at 7:20pm to confirm Ms. Struz was present. 

Public Meeting

Request for Determination of Applicability

Applicant: Brandon Smith
Project Location: 40 Chesterbrook Rd, Assessors Map# R033 003 0017
Project Type: Second Floor Addition
It is a one story ranch house. They plan on taking the roof off and adding on a second floor. There will be an 8 inch overhang on the front. They are still using the existing foot print. The dumpster will be located in the driveway. 
Mr. Keleher makes a motion to issue a negative determination #2 with condition#1 that if the City Engineer requires further work that involves altering or dredging then they will have to come back and let commission know. Condition #2 that precautions are taken to prevent debris from getting into the brook. Seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed

Motion by Mrs. Fowler to take an item out of order, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

85 Crescent Street: 
· Mr. Hallaj appreciates everyone who came out to his property for a site visit. He would like to talk about the retaining wall to see what has to happen with that.  He would also like to start working on the deck and patio.  He doesn’t have detailed drawings with the dimensions and elevation of the retaining wall.  He made some contact with the landscaper that came and di the wall.  He felt they did a good job and didn’t want to get them in trouble.  They are concerned that the Commission wants to discuss with them. There was a discussion of possible having a meeting with contractors, landscapers, and the public about doing work along the wetlands. Discussion on what he needs to file for all the projects.  He will need to file an RDA for the railing, patio, and deck. The carport should be on a separate filing in case the building department makes him put in a infiltration system. Then he will need to go to the Engineering department to see what they want and get it designed by a consultant.  There is also a spread of bamboo on the property.  The bamboo is invasive and needs to go to a professional to get rid of it. There is an existing dock. There was a permit pulled in 1997 and good for 10 years. He will come with RDA for other projects. The wall will be discussed at a later date.

Motion to resume commission business made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

Commission Business

Meeting Minutes: 

· Approval of meeting minutes from 5/23/13
Motion made to approve meeting minutes by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 

Correspondence:

· Brandeis community service:  group wants to do a community project on Paine Estate possible clean up trash. Ann Clifford is asking if someone can supervise. She will be on vacation. Mr. Dufromont with discuss with Ann.

· Lycott Environment: Hardy Pond request permission for management program. Commission will look over.

· Michael Chiasson: Paving on Winter Street. Mr. Doyle will contact Mr. Chiasson

· Paul Fingers and Associates: They ran into a water issue on Lexington Street and Trapelo Road. It will involve pumping out water.  Contact Mr. Fingers for a site visit.
· 411 Waverly Oaks Road: Pre-Load Remediation strategy field test. Mr. Doyle will look over and report back.

· 131 Linden Street:  Letter from Mr. McCourt saying they will attend June 27th meeting. The Commission wants a proposal at that meeting or the matter will be sent to the DEP. Send letter to Mr. McCourt.

Motion to approved Trust fund meeting minutes by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

Mrs. Fowler

· YMCA- Mrs. Fowler  to write a letter
· 305 Bacon Street- Ms. Struz visited 305 Bacon Street. The straw is dead. There is a big uncovered dirt pile. Need to remind that superseding orders are still effect and they need to comply with it.  To be addressed by the July meeting.

· Catch Basin cleanings- there has been no response. Take off the list.
·  411 Waverly Oaks Road: Take off the list and put on 11 Waverly Oaks Road

· Sanderson Road:  Mr. Doyle will contact Mr. Chiasson

· Boston Bark: Site visit at UMass of part of the field station there are 14 piles of leaves composting some of them are sliding next to the fence. It is her understanding that Boston Bark put the leaves there. Maureen will go over and look at it.

· Boston Bark: Wall is not taken care off.

· Snow Circle: No update

· Revised rules: Take off list.
Mr. Dufromont: No updates
Mr. Keleher:

· Care and control of certain city owned wetland parcels: Met with various committee members of the Land Trust.   The Land Trust encouraged City Council to go forward with CPA request. The city is looking into acquiring additional parcels of land through CPA funds.  They are in support of care and control of parcels.  The person who is in charge of the city parcels is the Mayor. Mark Rudnick is going to get him a list of parcels with a map. The next step is he would meet with Ed Tarrallo and the Mayor.  She would need to approve the Conservation Commission would have care and control.

Mr. Doyle:

· Map layers: no update

· 579 Lexington Street: Letter was sent certified mail. Card has not come back yet. 

· Addition of new members:  Mayor is looking for names. She is going to find people

· 52 Rumford Ave: They were to go to building department to get permit for driveway and then come back for certificate of compliance after work is finished.
· Peer Review- No update

· Law department- Sent letter that said can you provide information on who owns property near Costco.

Ms. Struz

· Easement Restoration Plan for Hardy Pond: There has been work done there. The bid document was not as thorough as it should have been. She suspects some things might not have been done. Ms. Struz to create a punch list of things that did not comply with the plans. Mr. Dufromont spoke with some of the neighbors and they weren’t unhappy but thought there was going to be more planting done. 

· Clark’s pond: She wants it off the list.  Notice of intent is still open on one property.  Put on Ms. Fowler’s list.
· Purgatory Cove and DCR: Put on Mrs. Fowlers list

· Waltham Watch Factory: Wondering where their proposal is. Nothing has been addressed.  Ms. Struz will write a letter and then a letter will come from Bill. Then will set up site visit with Erik.

Committee Reports: 
· Ordinance- 

· Trust Fund-

· CPC- Meeting on June 18th. City Council rushed through Grove Street. Land is not buildable. Neighbors would like to secure so nothing will be built on it.  Arrigo Farm is the 3rd oldest farm in the country. They are looking for 3.4 Million dollars.  They have to request an appraisal on the property at the meeting. Another item coming before them is Hardy Pond Association and request to buy land around Hardy Pond. Mr. Dufromont wants to find out who owns the land to see if there is possible conflict.
Site Visits:

· Falzone Field:  Mrs. Fowler visited. It is progressing nicely. The detention basins are built and there is only one online right now. The field is draining nicely. They found a utility program and had to pull up the parking lot. There is a problem with the headwall around the culvert that goes under Trapelo Rd. The Engineers are getting together to discuss how to fix it and come before commission with a proposal. They are cleaning out the invasives and can now see the trees.

· Bow Street: The trucks are still there.

New Business:

· Watch City Docks- Put on Ms. Fowler’s list

· Vote requested from Clerk’s office:  The Clerk’s office requested that a vote be taken by the Commission to send back the left over funds from peer review to Boston Properties. 
Motion made to return money to Boston Properties if City Council is done with it by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.

· Discussion about purchasing lap top for office and possible installing projector in meeting room.  Kim to research and discuss with IT department. 

· Lazzaro Park almost completed. They will be having a grand opening.

Motion to adjourn at 9:35pm by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed. 

