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Waltham Conservation Commission

May 22, 2014 
Meeting Minutes 
Attendees:  Robin Brodsky, Bill Doyle, Maureen Fowler, Daniel Keleher, Lesya Struz
Absent:  Gerard Dufromont
Meeting called to order at 7:01pm
Public hearing cont.
Notice of Intent DEP#: 316-0670 (under review)

Applicant: Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.

Project Location: 225 & 231 Second Ave- Map 39 Block 01 Lot 10 & 11 

Project Type: Renovation of the existing building on 225 Second Ave. 

Mr. Brandon Li from Kelly Engineering represented the applicant. There was a site visit held at the property.  On the site plan there is a proposed catch basin drainage system. They couldn’t find any pipes in the man hole. Prior to construction they need to verify that it connects to the system. In the old site plan it shows a gas pump with the man hole and oil/grit separator. Mr. Dave Kaplan from the Cambridge Water Department asked for stone check bands along existing swale every fifty feet. They will clean the existing swale beginning at the point at the parking lot and then along the parking lone. There will be a piece stone edge of pavement prior to reaching the swale that is pretreated.  There will be three rain gardens on the site. They will provide additional water quality treatment. They have proposed to eliminate six parking spaces to add the rain gardens. There will be a berm at the edge of the rain gardens to hold water.  They have added a note to remove invasive species. The Oriental Bittersweet will be cut and roots removed. They have revised their operation and maintenance plan to a similar one that Mr. Kaplan previously used. They have a conceptual landscape plan from Paul Finger. Ms. Struz questioned why there was a conceptual landscape plan. Mr. Doyle stated that it was discussed at the site. They can condition the landscape plan. There is also a burning bushes shrub in front that is going to be removed.  There were no questions from the public. 

Ms. Brodsky made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.
Ms. Brodsky made a motion to issue a positive order of conditions with the following conditions 1) Provide a report or letter stating that the oil/grit separator has been traced and connected to a drain 2) Landscaping plan with limitation of bittersweet removal. 3) Add the word native to the landscaping plan. 4) Allow a review of the final landscaping plan. Motion Seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed. 

Public Meeting

Request for Determination of Applicability 

Applicant: Edward J. Ricci

Project Location: 513-515 Lexington Street- Map 33, Block 03, Lot 43

Project Type: Demolish existing garage

Mr. Ricci owns the two family on Lexington Street. He would like to demolish the existing garage and not replace it. The garage like structure has an old frame on concrete block and there is no slab.  It is an eye sore and blocks view of the brook.  Mrs. Fowler questioned the trees near the garage are trees that have been cut down from the property. Mr. Ricci stated the trees were from other projects for firewood. There is a driveway behind the house for five car parking. There will be no paving done.  Mrs. Fowler stated that he can’t store things near the stream i.e.: leaves etc. Mrs. Struz questioned how the garage was going to be taken down. Mr. Ricci stated that he is going to put a silt fence down use a back hoe and dumpster. Ms. Brodsky made a motion to issue a negative determination. Ms. Struz questioned how the planting is going to be done. Mr. Ricci is going to plant grass. It’s a 100 feet from the stream at the top of the hill. Ms. Struz questioned if it was possible for someone to come by.  Mr. Ricci said someone could come by anytime. Motion seconded by Mrs. Fowler. Motion passed. Ms. Struz votes no. She is not comfortable. 

Public Hearing
Request for Amended Order of Conditions

Applicant: Timothy and Constance Braceland

Project Location: 85 Knollwood Drive- Map 80 Block 02 Lot 10A

Project Type: Raze single family home and construct new single family home.

Mr. Bob Bibbo spoke about the approved OOC on the property two years ago. Mr. & Mrs. Braceland have purchased the property and want to reduce the size of the house that was proposed. The house is going to be much smaller than the other one approved and further away from the river.

Ms. Struz stated that in the last few months she has visited the little dock down below that is on DCR property. The dock didn’t look like the one that was there the last time they did a site visit. She has pictures from before and after. It’s not a permitted dock and it’s on DCR property. In a few months she is going to make an effort to have it taken out unless DCR approves.  Mr. Braceland stated he just purchased the property and doesn’t know anything about the dock. Mrs. Fowler stated that because the property is on the Charles River that any changes to the property need to be approved. They will be using native plants rather than ornamental. The amended orders will be the same conditions.  Mr. Keleher questioned if the drainage system. Mr. Bibbo stated yes, they are going from five to three. They are reducing two pits and they are going to one large size. The mitigation is still the same.
Motion to close the public hearing made by Ms. Brodsky. Seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed. 


Motion by Ms. Brodsky made a motion to issue an amended order referencing the original plan with no other conditions. Seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed. 

Request for Certificate of Compliance Cont. DEP#: 316-0669

Applicant: V. Lopez Realty Trust

Project Location: 131 Linden Street- Map 53 Block 07 Lot 05

Attorney Phil McCourt represented Mr. Lopez. They submitted a plan that shows the snow storage area and gate that shows that you can’t move beyond a certain area in the property. It is the best that it has been in five years. The gate is already put up.  Nothing can be touched beyond the gate. Mr. Bibbo showed the commission pictures. Ms. Struz stated there is a lot of trash on the railroad and banks itself, it has been more or less and that restoration also includes seeding the banks and there was no talk about putting up a mixture. Mr. Lopez plans on getting highway grass. She would like to review what he is going to put down and how it’s going to be done. There are still materials that were supposed to be removed. There is a bunch of material beyond the property encroaching on state land near the building.  Mrs. Fowler stated that she gets where Ms. Struz is coming from but they have done all that was asked of them. The commission doesn’t have jurisdiction to hold up a Certificate of Compliance for a violation of DCR property. It’s a property issue.  They have addressed everything that they asked and the property should look the same in the future. Ms. Brodsky questioned if the screening up along the fence is going to be maintained. Mr. Bibbo stated yes that is going to stay up. Ms.Struz questioned Mr. Bibbo if the fence is on DCR property or Mr. Lopez’s. Mr. Bibbo stated it’s not on the property line. Mr. Bibbo doesn’t know who put the fence up.  Mr. Doyle stated if DCR put the fence up then it is on their property and that the railroad probably put it. Mr. Bibbo stated they can claim adverse property from the state. Ms. Struz stated they are not claiming it by using it. Mr. McCourt stated that he is not doing anything that Mr. Lopez’s father didn’t do sixty years ago. Mr. Doyle stated that DCR did not respond to the property. They were notified. No one responded. Ms. Struz questioned if it was possible to see the restoration to see what was going to be put in. That it needs to be native. Mr. Doyle questioned what was there now. Mr.Bibbo stated dirt not on their property. Mr. Doyle stated that the appropriate mix is what is there today. Grass is not going to take. Ms. Struz stated that it is invasive. Mr. Doyle stated that what is going to grow is what a year ago was there. Mr. McCourt questioned what kind of grass that should plant and where to get it. Ms. Struz stated that she can’t provide that information. Mr. Doyle doesn’t think they need to plant grass there. It used to be train tracks. The seed base is already there. He thinks by fall you won’t be able to tell what happened.  The commission can’t ask them to plant in DCR’s property. Mr. Doyle is not trying to let them off the hook; he wants the property to heal itself. Restoration is what it looked like before. Ms. Struz questioned who the LSP is? Mr. McCourt stated that they got a report that there was no aspestos. Mr.Doyle questioned what Ms. Struz would like done with the property. She would like them to find and avenue to do it. Mr. Doyle stated that Ms. Struz doesn’t like the property, representive or owner. What would she like done? Ms. Struz stated that she would like Mr. Doyle to speak in a positive way. Ms. Struz left the meeting at 8:05pm.
Ms. Brodsky made a motion to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance against violation issues. Ms. Fowler seconded. Motion passed. 

Motion for a recess made by Mrs. Fowler at 8:10pm, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.
Motion to resume commission business at 8:19pm made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Brodsky. Motion passed.
Commission Business

· Meeting Minutes -Motion to approve minutes from May 8th made by Ms. Brodsky, seconded by Ms. Fowler Motion passed.

Correspondence:

· Stonehurst permission for site use form from Planning Department- The planning department drafted a form for people to fill out prior to using Stonehurst.  It needs to be revised that everything needs to come to Conservation and Historical before being approved. Mr. Keleher thinks the concept is a good one but that simple projects don’t need to come to Conservation. He thinks they should work with Ann about what she comes before them for. Discussion will be held with Catherine. Mr. Doyle stated he doesn’t like getting phone calls about thinks happening at Stonehurst that he was not notified about. He will work with Catherine.

· Dave Slagle from DEP- Dock license list- On Ms. Struz list.

· DEP-48 Woerd Ave- Notification that owners were fined by DEP for violations.-FYI for files. 
· DCR license agreement with Hines, off River Street.-FYI for files
· Public Notice for implementation of Activity and use limitation at 163 Aft. Riverview Ave.-FYI for files
Old Business: No new updates.
Committee reports: no updates
Site visit reports: Ms. Brodsky stated that she hasn’t seen the stream at 455 Totten Pond Road since the cleanup. She thinks Mr. Dufromont asked for the water sampling. They did end up finding an oil can in the stream.  She thinks there was a couple of issues with the whole process 1) DEP should be called right away because of the sheen. 2 The property owner was called directly and it was an incorrect property owner. Both property owners should have been called.  If you look on the city map it looks like 300 Winter Street is the actual owner of the land. It’s possible that the wrong people were asked to do the cleanup. Before property owners are notified, the facts need to be double checked. Mr. Keleher stated it probably wasn’t dumping from the condos. Mr. Brodsky stated that they need to make sure the right thing is done and not cause financial burdens to people who should have had to do it. Mr. Doyle stated they have to be careful when they contact people. They need to discuss potential violations and then take a minute to think about it. There is also an issue on 300 Winter Street that there was a tree recently cut down.  Ms. Fowler stated that the stream on the Boston Property side looks the same. It is full of debris. She would like to send a note to the property owner to clean up the stream. The process for oil and hazard waste spills is to contact the Fire department and then they contact DEP. The DEP follows what the fire department says. The commission would like to request that some come from the fire department to give a presentation on what to do if someone sees an oil spill. There needs to be a site visit report for 300 Winter Street and letter sent to the residents.

New Business:

Mrs. Fowler received an anonymous complaint about someone doing things on the Paine estate that they shouldn’t be. Mr. Doyle stated to cut and paste what it was in an email. 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:01pm made by Ms. Brodsky. Seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed. 
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