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Waltham Conservation Commission

April 9, 2015

Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.
Attendees: Chairman Bill Doyle, Maureen Fowler, Daniel Keleher, Phil Moser
Absent: Brad Baker, Gerard Dufromont, Tali Gill-Austern
Public Meeting
Prospectus Sign Off/Plan Sign Off
Atty. Phil McCourt – 249 - 251 High Street
Chairman Doyle signed off on the special permit to allow the construction and use of a 1,200 square foot fast food facility (Dunkin’ Donuts) within a commercial building under construction at 251 High Street
Public Hearing (Continued from 3/26/2015)
Notice of Intent: DEP File # 316-689 
Applicant: Windsor Property Management
Property Location: 976 Lexington Street

Project Type: Site Improvements
Applicants requested the public hearing be postponed until the 4/23/2015 meeting

Motion to continue public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.
Motion to take item (170 Tracer Lane) out of order made by Mrs. Fowler due to lack of quorum, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.  
Public Hearing

Notice of Intent: DEP 316-692

Applicant: Boston Properties, Inc.

Property Location: 170 Tracer Lane

Project Type: Exterior building renovations
Mr. Moser recused himself from the discussion due to a conflict of interest.  Motion to continue public hearing to the next meeting made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.
Motion to resume Commission business made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Moser. Motion passed.

Public Hearing

Notice of Intent: DEP #: 316-690

Applicant: City of Waltham Recreation Department
Property Location: 3 Hazel Street

Project Type: Drake Playground Improvement
Carolyn Cooney noted that most of the playground is in the 100-year flood zone. Contractor would need to fill in and excavate areas. Improvements are: 1 - expanding playground back into slope, raising it 2 feet and expanding it forward a bit and to the side; 2 - new stairway will connect to Farnsworth St.; 3 – build a low retaining wall located outside of the flood zone; 4 - renovate ball field: take out top 8 inches of soil and put in a sandier mix.  The field is used for recess for Plympton School, informal baseball, kickball and soccer games. The existing basketball court and playground are remaining as is.  They would add under-drainage to help dry it out in the spring.  The grades in field area are not being raised.  They will need to fertilize to establish grass in the field as well as for weed control.  Commission can put limitations on when/how to fertilize.  They are adding an underground Infiltration system that will be maintained by the City.  Mrs. Fowler asked about the swales: will they be removing the stumps?  Ms. Cooney stated that the stumps will be removed: 2 feet or so will be taken out.  There will be a drain at bottom of swale to keep it dry. Mrs. Fowler asked how the underdrainage will work.  Mrs. Cooney replied that there are panel drains (like perforated pipes) that connect to the City drain to take moisture out of the field.  Mr. Moser asked about drainage system under baseball field – will it put more water there?  Ms. Cooney replied that it certainly won’t in times of flooding.  Chairman Doyle noted that the drainage system leads to an existing underground system. CPW does the maintenance of catch basins.  Mr. Moser asked what should be 
done about fertilizer.  Ms. Cooney commented they will use a grass that doesn’t have a high fertility 
requirement.  They will use a starter fertilizer that is high in phosphorous.  Can specify using a slow-release (75%) nitrogen.  Mr. Moser asked how much goes into the infiltration and storm sewer which leads to the Charles River?  Ms. Cooney stated the baseball field has a catch basin which drains into the storm system slow-release.  Julie to look up what were the conditions at Kennedy and copy that for this project. Mrs. Fowler recommended that it be documented in the special conditions that there is an O & M plan that they are agreeing to that someone in the city will be doing the maintenance on this work.
Motion to close public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher. Motion passed.
Motion to issue a positive Order of Conditions made by Mrs. Fowler with two conditions: 1 - to incorporate O & M plan as discussed, making the City of Waltham responsible for O & M plan; and 2 - to investigate the fertilizer use and copy the text to the best of our ability used at Kennedy Middle School. Motion seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.
Public Hearing

Notice of Intent: DEP File #: 316-693
Applicant: Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.
Property Location: 205, 225 & 231 Second Avenue

Project Type: Demolition of existing building, construction of a new 3-story building, repave and reconfigure rear parking lot, addition to parking garage
Brandon Li, Kelly Engineering Group, discussed the proposed project: construction of a 3-story building used for office space totaling 39,000 sq. feet, addition of a 4th level to the existing parking garage, addition of patio areas.  He noted that they have an existing NOI open at the same address.  DEP does not prohibit multiple filings of NOIs as long as the proposed work is significant enough to justify another NOI.
Mrs. Fowler asked if they are taking down the annex and if it is underground.  (Tim White, Alexandria Real Estate Equities replied that they are taking it down but it’s on grade. There will be new footings but nothing is being build underground. They are putting an extra level on the parking garage.  There will be excavation at the parking garage to improve the footings.  Mrs. Fowler asked if they tested the underground tank. Mr. White replied that they haven’t tested it, but they have observed that it works.
Mr. Moser asked about the return period of the roof. Mr. Li replied it can handle a volume of 600 cubic feet.  Mr. Moser: if you got a more severe storm, would the water stay on the roof?  Mr. Li said it would go into the catch basins, then flow into the parking lot.
Paul Pavone, business manager for the Laborers International Union Local 560, spoke to request the developer to work with them for the excavation work, site work, and demolition work rather than giving all of work to a carpenter from Newton. Local (Waltham) residents need the jobs. They would appreciate it if the developer would work with the local laborers.
Motion to close the public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Moser.

Motion to issue a positive Order of Conditions contingent on getting a DEP file number with benign comments.  Motion made by Mr. Moser, seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.
Public Hearing

Notice of Intent: DEP File #: 316-691
Applicant: Eversource Energy
Property Location: 200 Calvary Street
Project Type: Installation of diesel-powered electric generator to supply backup power to existing facility
Steve Herzog, Environmental Consultant, represented the applicant, Eversource, formerly NSTAR.  Eversource is proposing to install an electric generator in the rear of their building to provide backup power to their communications system. Location is within 200’ of the Charles River.  The area is already used as a paved parking area.  Mrs. Fowler asked how big the generator is and how many gallons of diesel it will contain.  Mr. Herzog did not know.  Chairman Doyle and Mr. Keleher requested that the generator would only be run once a week between 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. for 30 minutes.  Mrs. Fowler does not like the idea of putting a diesel tank next to the river, especially since Eversource recently had an oil leak in the Charles River. 
Abutter wanted to know how far the generator would be from his house.  He owns 212-214 Calvary St.  Mr. Herzog showed the plans to the abutter, who stated there weren’t any concerns for him.
Motion to close public hearing made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher
Motion to approve with the following conditions: 1 - no more than a 500-gallon tank will be installed with a concrete berm capable of holding 1 ½ times the capacity of the tank; 2 - generator will be tested no more than once a week for 30 minutes between 2:00 – 4:00 on a week day, 3 - exhaust will not be pointed toward the Charles River.  Motion made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.
Commission Business
· Approval of meeting minutes 3/26/2015
Motion made to approve minutes made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Moser.  Motion passed.
Correspondence
· MSMCP Annual Meeting

· Vernal Pools – Polaroid property is now owned by the City.  There is a vernal pool there and at Paine Estate.  Mr. Moser suggested request is referred to Sonja Wadman
· Boston Greenbelt Walk: Mrs. Fowler stated a group of people walk 25 miles in a day (Lynn to Newton).  Commission to send Sonja Wadman an e-mail approving this.
Old Business  
Mrs. Fowler

· No updates
Mr. Keleher

· No updates
Mr. Doyle
· No updates
Committee Reports

  
· Trust Fund: Annual Conservation Commission Trust Fund meeting is scheduled for                 May 14, 2015  

New Business
· Site visits
· Harold Bridge scheduled for Thursday, April 16th at 5:45 p.m. 
· Budget
· Charles River Cleanup April 25th
· Summer intern: put letter back in Correspondence folder for next meeting.  Look into what is involved to hire an intern.
· Open Orders of Conditions: Find letter (in office or with DEP) and send to property owners to ask if the work has been done so we can close it out.
· Assign project managers to the new Notices of Intent: Mrs. Fowler to do so the week of April 13th
Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Keleher.  Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Approved 4-23-2015


