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Waltham Conservation Commission

March 27, 2014
Meeting Minutes 
Attendees:  Bill Doyle, Robin Brodsky, Gerard Dufromont, Maureen Fowler, Daniel Keleher, Lesya Struz
Meeting called to order at 7:02pm

Public Hearing

Notice of Intent DEP #: 316-674

Applicant: City of Waltham, CPW
Project Location: 2 Worcester Ln and 356 Bacon Street
Project type: Culvert extension and Bank restoration
Map/Parcel#: R0420060001
Request by applicant for continuance until April 10, 2014.

Motion to approve made by Ms. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Brodsky Motion passed.
Public Hearing

Notice of Intent DEP#: 316-677

Applicant: MA DCR-Lakes and Ponds Program

Project Location: Charles River Lakes District

Project Type: Management of Trapas Natans in the Charles River Lakes District via mechanical harvesting, hydro-raking, and hand-harvesting.
Map/Parcel: N/A
Mr. Jeff Castellani and Ms. Joy Trahan-Liptor from Lycott Environmental represented DCR.  Last year DCR began the project on the Charles River under Mr. Larry Smith form Charles River Recreation’s order of conditions.  DCR is now asking for an order of conditions to under their own name. They would like to mechanically remove water chestnuts by harvester where they can and use a hydro-rake where it is too shallow.  They have already been to Newton and Weston and received order of conditions from both towns. 

DCR feels confident that they will have the funding to go mechanically for 5 years and then they plan to hand pick once or twice a year.

Ms. Fowler asked Mr. Larry Smith from Charles River Recreation if he came in a couple of years ago for a Notice of Intent. Mr. Smith stated that he still has a year left on his orders of conditions and he would like to continue his work with Charles River Water Association.

Ms. Struz questioned how the dewatering is going to be done and where are the containers going to be stored. Mr. Castellani stated that they are proposing two locations. One is across from E Island. They are putting the containers up top on a flat area on DCR land. The materials being received from the harvester over the water and the water will drip out before they put it in the container.

Ms. Struz questioned if there was any way to put down some matting on the peninsula itself. It is a heavy used area and to have a tire truck removing the water chestnuts, it will is going to be heavy.

Mr. Smith state it is pretty much hard packed stone. Ms. Struz stated that she is worried about creating ore soil.

Ms. Struz thinks there is an easy solution and they might want to think about it. 

Ms. Brodsky is worried about the bank. She is in favor about putting something in the order of conditions. Mr. Castellani suggested putting down some rock material.  Mr. Smith stated the roadway has always been in the same condition.


Mr. Doyle questioned if there was another access point. Ms. Liptor stated that they chose the current spot because it is near the densest area. They don’t want to travel in other areas. 

Ms. Struz questioned if they are going to be using the dock. They are using the dock on the Weston side near Norumbega Park. 

The commission suggested putting up signs to educate the public.  They also have to come up with some sort of matting for the ground.

Mr. Castellani suggested using a plastic roll out material. He has used it to stabilize areas before. 

Mr. Keleher is not convinced it’s a problem. He thinks sediment to the river would be minimal but he thinks Mr. Castellani’s solution would be fine.  

Mr. Dufromont suggested taking before and after pictures.  There was a question to what kind of fuel the bobcat uses? It uses diesel fuel. There is a refueling protocol that they only refuel at docking stations. 

The Commission requested for Lycott Environmental draft the same conditions as Weston and Newton and add the plastic matting and signage.

There were no questions from the public.

There was an email from a neighbor on Knollwood Drive supporting the project.  There was also a letter from Charles River Watershed association. 

Motion to close public hearing made by Mr. Keleher, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.
Motion to issue a positive order of conditions with conditions as described made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Brodsky.
Mr. Keleher would like to make an amendment to submit a plan with the plastic matting and its limits.

Motion passed with revised conditions and amendments.

Correspondence:

· 2013 Water Chestnut Harvesting report from Larry Smith

Meeting Minutes

Ms. Fowler and Ms. Struz made some edits to the minutes.  Motion to approve minutes with corrections made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Ms. Struz. Motion passed. 

Old Business
Mrs. Fowler

· No Updates

Mr. Doyle 

· No updates

Ms. Struz

· Met with Mr. Powell in the Building Department about 131 Linden Street. She would like to work with Mr. Powell on the property and visit the Law Department with him to look over file.  Commission will send formal letter to Law Department
· She going to the Charles River Stewards training on March 29th. It’s going to be at the bottom of Prospect Hill in the old ski lodge.  Mrs. Fowler stated that they have over 250 people cleaning up the Charles River on April 26th. Starting at the Shaw’s parking lot on River Street. Mrs. Fowler will be hosting a table. 

Ms. Brodsky
· Questions on why Conservation can’t have email addresses and hot spot. The Commission shouldn’t have to do city business on personal emails.  Will speak to IT again.  If can’t get email them then make up Gmail accounts for iPads. 

Mr. Dufromont
· Trust fund meeting will be on April 10th. 
· CPC Meeting on April 8th.
New Business
· Ms. Struz spoke with Michelle from Weston Conservation.  She was aware of the dock and it was supposed to be taken out of the water after the chestnut removals. She is going to take pictures and then go to Newton and communicate to them about the dock

· Complaint about 11 and 16 Samoset throwing grass clippings into the stream- Ms. Fowler will go by.

Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Fowler, seconded by Mr. Dufromont. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 8:16pm.
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