
The Waltham Recreation Board held their November Board meeting on November 7, 2018 at the 
Waltham Recreation Department, 510 Moody St, Waltham, MA 02453.   
    
Present were: Wayne Cook, Patricia Curtin, Jennie Scafidi, Richard Scanlon, Stacey Tully,  
Gary Vallerand, and Jerry Walker. Absent were John Graceffa and Tom Creonte 
 
Also present were Director, Nick Abruzzi and Assistant Director, Kim Scott 
 
Chairperson Richard Scanlon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. He announced that the 
meeting was being taped by WCAC, Waltham’s cable channel and would be shown on the local 
channel at a later date. 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2018 Board Meeting by  
Jerry Walker, seconded by Stacey Tully, all were in favor.   
 
The monthly bills were circulated and signed by all Board Members.    
 
Director Abruzzi reviewed the statement of accounts explaining that two pages in their folders 
detailed operational and capital budget balances. Director Abruzzi explained the first page is the 
operational accounts.  He stated that since the last Board meeting there has been very little change.  
The second page is the capital accounts.  Director Abruzzi informed the Board that as the Veterans 
Field Playground project comes to a close there will be changes in that account due to vendors 
being paid.  He noted the new line item that was recently added, Recreation – Rink Equipment.  All 
accounts are in good standing. 
 
Next on the agenda was the Youth Sports Groups Presentations.  A last minute conflict arose for 
Waltham Girls Softball and they requested to present at a later meeting.  Director Abruzzi will 
assign a future meeting date for them to appear. 
 
Waltham Youth Lacrosse was the first group on the agenda.  Representing the organization was 
their President, Mr. David Becker.  Mr. Becker informed the Board that there were 215 participants 
this year, which is a slight increase from previous years.    He stated that because the Patriots 
Lacrosse League was no long operating, Waltham Youth Lacrosse played in another league this 
season. They are now affiliated with the Mass Bay Youth Lacrosse League.  Mr. Becker informed 
the Board that the League has a great relationship with the Waltham Athletic Director and custodial 
staff at the High School.  They utilize the Harding Turf Field at the Waltham High School for 
practices and home games. When Director Abruzzi inquired if equipment was reused, Mr. Becker 
responded by stating that only the balls and nets are reused.  Each season all new equipment is 
purchased. Mr. Becker was thanked for his presentation. 
 
The next youth group on the agenda was Waltham Track Club. Representing the group was League 
Treasurer, Mr. Joe Tranchita.  Mr. Tranchita stated that enrollment was steady.  The Waltham Track 
Club is a year round program, with the greatest enrollment numbers being those ages 8-10 years 
old.  He stated that there is a lenient attendance policy, therefore many athletes play multiple sports.  
Attendance is consistent.  Mr. Tranchita continued by stating that the spring season typically has the 
highest attendance.   
 
Mr. Tranchita noted that nonresidents come from 22 surrounding communities, stating that these 
communities do not have the facilities for a comparable program. He continued by informing the 



Board that each June their awards night is held at the WHS cafeteria.  Lizzy’s Ice cream is provided 
and there is an award ceremony.  Mr. Tranchita was thanked for his presentation and many years of 
service to the community.   
 
A request for use of Veteran’s Memorial Athletic Complex for the Needham Memorial Day 
Tournament was next on the agenda.  Director Abruzzi began discussion by stating that this 
Tournament has a long history in Waltham.  Veterans Memorial Athletic Complex is just one of the 
many venues utilized for this event. After a brief discussion, Director Abruzzi stated that Waltham 
has hosted this tournament for many years and recommended approval of the request.  A motion to 
approve the Needham Memorial Day Tournament the weekend of May 24 – May 27, 2019 was 
made by Gary Vallerand and seconded by Wayne Cook.  All were in favor. 
 
Next on the agenda was a request to host the 2019 Bay State Games at Veterans Memorial Athletic 
Complex.  The event would be held on July 9 – July 14, 2019.  Director Abruzzi stated that the 
event is well run and the coordinators work well with Recreation Staff.  Recreation staff is present 
for supervision of the facility and to operate the concession stand.  Director Abruzzi stated that Bay 
State Games will, as in years past, contribute to field maintenance prior to the event as well as a 
field rental fee. This relationship has many benefits for both organizations.  Board Member Wayne 
Cook inquired if there were traffic concerns.  Director Abruzzi noted that there is enough parking in 
the main lot as well as the parking area near the softball fields.  A motion to approve the request for 
use of Veteran’s Memorial Athletic Complex for the 2019 Bay State Games was made by Tricia 
Curtin and seconded by Jerry Walker.  All were in favor.   
 
Director’s Report: 
 
Elsie Tuner Field and Graverson Playground – Elsie Turner Playground construction is just 
about complete with only minor punch list items remaining to be addressed. Graverson Playground 
is about 80% complete.  It’s anticipated to have the sod installed next week.  Director Abruzzi noted 
that it takes a period of time for the sod to become established.  Parks will remain closed, past the 
completion so the sod is securely established.  Board member Jerry Walker inquired if Elsie Turner 
would still be used as a Christmas tree drop off area?  Director Abruzzi stated that it would not. 
 
Hillcroft Playground– Director Abruzzi informed the Board that the Pre Bid Meeting for the 
project is scheduled for November 29, 2018 and the Bid Opening for construction is scheduled for 
December 11, 2018.  At that time, funding will be sought and it is anticipated that the construction 
will begin in spring 2019.   
 
Bobby Connors Playground - Plans for the project are 50% complete and are being circulated to 
various City Departments at this time for review.  The target date for construction is anticipated for 
the spring 2019.   
 
Veterans Memorial Rink – There are only a few small tasks remaining before this project can be 
deemed completed.  The heat reclaim system is currently being finalized. 
 
Prospect Hill Park and Cornelia Warren Park – The contract for the design of Prospect Hill 
Park has been signed with Hedlund Design Group.  There is a public community input meeting 
scheduled for next Wednesday, November 14th at 6 p.m. at Prospect Hill Park.  That same evening 
there will be a community input meeting to review concepts for the Cornelia Warren Park project at 
8 p.m.  



 
Laser Tag System – The new laser tag room is now available for Birthday Parties, Chill Zone and 
Recreation Programs. This amenity is available for those in grades one and up.  The system is built 
to be portable and opportunities will be available to play laser tag in the gym for older participants 
and larger groups.   
 
Halloween In The Park – Director Abruzzi referred to a flyer in the Board’s folders for 
“Halloween in the Park”, a special event that was scheduled for October 27, 2018 at Prospect Hill 
Park. The event was moved to Friday, October 26, 2018, due to expected rain.  More than 300 
participants enjoyed, mini golf, rides on the carousel, lawn games, crafts and a movie.  Director 
Abruzzi plans on hosting a free family event each season to promote the many different recreation 
opportunities that are available in the community.  The next event is scheduled for December 21, 
2018.  This “Winter Carnival” will expose families to the many different activities available at the 
Waltham Community & Cultural Center, 510 Moody St.   
   
Veteran’s Field Play Structure – The play structure at Veterans Athletic Field Complex has been 
installed by Green Acres Construction and the poured in place surfacing was done by No Fault 
Corporation.  Director Abruzzi stated that the installation of a gate between the fields’ and parking 
lot will be installed.  He informed the Board that this coming spring, additional benches will be 
added to the facility as well as upgrading the benches along the front of the building.   
 
Veterans Athletic Complex and Falzone Field will be closing for the winter season soon.  Both 
facilities were well utilized.  The Building at Veterans Field will be winterized. At both locations 
the nets and benches will be collected and stored for the winter.   
 
Director Abruzzi brought attention to an email in the Board folders.  This email explained that a 
medical emergency recently occurred at the Veterans Memorial Skating Rink.  The swift action and 
attention to detail by the Recreation Staff was commended.  Director Abruzzi wanted to thank 
Recreation Staff Greg Taylor and Sean Kelley as well as Waltham Police, Waltham Fire and EMT 
for a job well done.   
 
Other Recreation Business 
In other business, Board Member Wayne Cook asked if there was any follow up regarding the light 
and pedestrian cross walk in front of the Veterans Memorial Rink.  Director Abruzzi stated that he 
will follow up with the Traffic Commission and that item is currently tabled.     
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Wayne Cook and seconded by Jerry Walker, all were 
in favor.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kimberly A. Scott 
Assistant Director 
 


