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In this column we will talk about motor vehicles rules and regulations that you may have forgotten. I will start with some of the most common issues that occur on a daily basis.

Yield to Pedestrians

General Law Chapter 89,Section 11
A motorist must “Yield” to a pedestrian who is in the crosswalk on his/her half of the roadway as the vehicle or if approaching from the opposite direction, when the pedestrian is within 10 feet of the vehicle’s lane. 

The pedestrian is required:
1:  to obey the directions of a Police Officer directing traffic; or
2:  a traffic control signal; or
3: crossing within the limits of a marked crosswalk. (Waltham Rules &      Regulations  Art. VIII, Section 1)

“YIELD”
The motorist is not required to stop. He/she must “yield”. This means the pedestrian must be allowed to cross the street before the vehicle can proceed. The operator of a vehicle can slow down or if possible go around the pedestrian. (Note: an operator can never cross a center-line to pass a pedestrian. The only time an operator can cross a center-line is to avoid an collision that is otherwise unavoidable.) There is no requirement to stop; however, under most conditions there are no alternatives and you should stop & yield. 
“IN the Crosswalk”

A pedestrian standing on the sidewalk, or in the gutter waiting to cross the street is not “IN A CROSSWALK”. The pedestrian must safely enter the crosswalk and be in the traveling lane. The pedestrian must use caution; looking both ways to enter the crosswalk, and not step out in front of a vehicle. When turning “Right on Red” a motorist must stop for the red light and then may proceed turning right however you must still “yield” to a pedestrian in the crosswalk. 

We have utilized in Waltham, at high pedestrian and/or high traffic volumes locations “flashing yellow signals”. These lights are intended to draw the motorist’s attention to the fact that a pedestrian(s) is trying to cross the street. They are not traffic control signals, which give the pedestrian an “exclusive” right of way. The pedestrian must still use caution to enter the crosswalk.       

“Crosswalk”
A marked crosswalk shall be that area of a street reserved for pedestrian crossing, between solid white reflectorized twelve (12) inch pavement markings or lines being no less than six (6) feet apart.

There is another statute dealing with pedestrians (G.L. Ch.90, Sec. 14). Upon approaching a pedestrian who is upon the traveled part of a street and not upon a sidewalk, every person operating a motor vehicle shall slow down. Both the motorist and the pedestrian share the responsibility in the use of the roadways.
Stay Safe
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