
The Waltham Recreation Board held their September Board meeting on September 15, 2021 at the 
Waltham Recreation Department, 510 Moody St, Waltham, MA 02453.   
    
Present were: Patricia Curtin, John Graceffa, Jennie Scafidi, Richard Scanlon, Stacey Tully, Gary 
Vallerand and Jerry Walker.  Absent were Wayne Cook and Tom Creonte. 
 
Also present were Director, Nick Abruzzi and Assistant Director, Kim Scott. 
 
Chairperson Richard Scanlon called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2021 Parks-Recreation Board Meeting by  
Jerry Walker, seconded by Gary Vallerand.  All were in favor.   
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2021 Special Board Meeting by 
John Graceffa and seconded by Jerry Walker.  All were in favor.   
 
The monthly bills from June 2021 through the end of fiscal year as well as present fiscal year, July 
1, 2021 to present were circulated and signed by all Board Members.    
 
Director Abruzzi reviewed the Statement of Accounts explaining that two pages in their folders 
detailed operational and capital budget accounts.  Most accounts were reflective of the June 9, 2021 
meeting as carry forwards of accounts have not been completed. Updated balances should be 
available at the next meeting.  Director Abruzzi referenced the Capital Improvement Page and noted 
that the Elsie Turner Field/Graverson Playground project has been completed the remaining balance 
has been returned to CPC.  All accounts are in good standing. 
 
Lesley Sneddon wrote A Walk in the Park – Field Guide of Prospect Hill Park.  Director Abruzzi 
noted that the email regarding the book was discussed at the Special Parks-Recreation Board 
Meeting held in early September.  Ms. Sneddon appeared before the Parks-Recreation Board to 
share her inspiration and the process for creating the book.  Ms. Sneddon is a retired Plant 
Ecologist.  She used a global classification system to chart the plants throughout the park.  She was 
excited to report, she located a plant that’s on the endangered species list within the park.  The book 
is available for sale on the Waltham Land Trust web site and all proceeds are being donated to the 
Waltham Land Trust.  A link to purchase this field guide will be made available on the Waltham 
Recreation Department/Prospect Hill Park webpage.  Director Abruzzi expressed his appreciation 
for her effort and research.  Ms. Sneddon has put a lot of effort into this book and it will be a great 
reference tool for Prospect Hill Park.  The Parks-Recreation Board thanked her for her interest in 
Prospect Hill Park and her time and research in creating this book. 
 
A Wellington Property update was next on the agenda.  Director Abruzzi summarized the history of 
this parcel of land and the Parks-Recreation Board’s involvement.  The Parks-Recreation Board 
approved the clearing, seeding, and wall restoration for the mushroom shape land.  Funding was 
secured through CPC and Director Abruzzi has been working with Councillor George Darcy to 
orchestrate the land clearing with a combination of hiring contractors and volunteer days.  
Councillor Darcy will be asked to attend the next meeting for additional information. 
 
  



Director’s Report: 
 
Prospect Hill Park Project Update – The project is approaching completion in the near future.  
The concrete is being poured this week.  Due to the pandemic, fencing supplies and poured in place 
surfacing supplies were delayed.   
 
McDonald and Thompson Playgrounds Project Update – These locations are approaching 
completion in the near future.  Due to the pandemic, fencing supplies and poured in place surfacing 
supplies were delayed.  At both locations, the play structures and fencing are being installed and 
trees and plants are being planted. 
 
Lowell Field – As discussed at the Special Parks-Recreation Board Meeting, a public input meeting 
was held on August 3, 2021.  Since that meeting, the Recreation Department has requested pricing 
for design services.  Carolyn Cooney and Associates was selected and Director Abruzzi will seek 
funding to start the design process. 
 
Fernald Property 104 acres – The deadline to submit proposals for design services for the 104 
acres of land was on September 7, 2021.  Four firms submitted proposals.  We are the process of 
reviewing the proposals and will interview the selected final candidates in the near future.  Once 
interviews are completed and the final selection made, the pricing envelopes will be open.  Funding 
will be requested at that time.   
 
Bay State Games – In the Parks-Recreation Board folder was a thank you letter from the Bay State 
Games organization.  The games were held at Veterans Athletic Field Complex this past July.  As 
mentioned at the June 2021 Parks-Recreation Board Meeting, the Waltham Recreation Department 
was recently inducted into the Bay State Organization’s Hall of Fame.  A ceremony will be held at a 
later date. 
 
Summer 2021 Registration Statistics – In the Parks-Recreation Board folder is a handout of the 
registration statistics for the summer 2021 season.  Despite challenges from this very hot and rainy 
season the Recreation Department still saw great attendance and offered a quality experience.  
Director Abruzzi thanked all full time and part time staff for their efforts. 
 
Waltham School Department – Director Abruzzi thanked Steve LaForest and the Waltham High 
School for allowing this summer’s teen LEAP program to utilize the ropes course.  This was a great 
experience for those involved. 
 
Prospect Hill Park Petition – In the Parks-Recreation Board folder is a petition related to traffic in 
Prospect Hill Park.  Prospect Hill’s vehicle access road has been closed for 2021 due to the 
construction at the base area of the park.  Park users have enjoyed being able to walk the park roads 
without the disturbance of vehicles.  The petition requests reducing the hours the vehicle access 
road is open.  Director Abruzzi request the Parks-Recreation Board review the petition and it will be 
on the agenda for the October meeting. 
 
Veterans Memorial Skating Rink – The Rink opened for the season on Tuesday, September 7, 
2021.  A special thanks to the staff for their efforts in cleaning and preparing the Rink for 
reopening.  A mask mandate is in effect at the Rink, requiring all skaters, spectators and staff to 
wear a mask at all times within the building. 
 



PHP Buildings – Director Abruzzi thanked Gary Vallerand for volunteering to paint the buildings 
at Prospect Hill Park.  With the construction almost completed this will give a fresh look to 
buildings on the property. 
 
Summer Logistics – Director Abruzzi thanked Assistant Director Kim Scott for all her efforts this 
summer for assisting with summer program logistics.  With the hot temperatures and rainy days, 
programs were moved a number of times from outdoor location into indoor facilities.   
 
Other Business  

The Parks-Recreation Board wanted to thank the summer 2021 Full time and Part time staff for 
their efforts for making the summer season successful.  

Conversation was had regarding Veterans Athletic Complex turf.  With the heavy rains and 
flooding, the turf will need an additional grooming this year.  The process for design services for 
replacing the turf was also discussed.   

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gary Vallerand and seconded by Jerry Walker, all 
were in favor.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kimberly A. Scott 
Assistant Director 


