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Waltham Conservation Commission 
July 18, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Attendees: Chair Philip Moser, Vice Chair Bill Doyle, Mike Donovan, Courtney Semlow, Brad Baker 
 
Absent: Gerard Dufromont  
 
Development Prospectus Sign-off 

• 71 Second Avenue 
 
Kevin Gaughan represented Costco Wholesale and asked for this discussion to be merged with the Public Hearing later 
on the agenda. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Doyle to table this topic until the fourth item on the agenda, seconded by Mr. Donovan. All in favor. 
Motion passed. 
 
 
Public Meeting (Continued from 7-11-2019) 
Request for Certificate of Compliance (DEP File # 316-0705) 
Applicant: Storage Development Partners, LLC 
Property Location: 96 Linden Street 
 
Mr. Moser recused himself from the next two agenda items due to a potential conflict of interest. 
 
No representatives from this site were present. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Donovan to continue until the next meeting on 8-15-2019, seconded by Mr. Baker. All in favor.  
Motion passed. 
 
The applicant requested a special meeting to sign this Certificate of Compliance once they submit their stormwater 
drainage report. None in favor. Motion does not pass. 
 
 
Public Meeting 
Request for Determination of Applicability  
Applicant: Kristin A. Genova 
Property Location: 58 Hiawatha Avenue 
Project Description: Addition of garage 
 
Attorney Kevin Dwyer represented the applicant to request to build a garage attached to her house. In June, the applicant 
received approval from the Zoning Board of Appeals to build the garage. A portion of the garage will fall within the 100 
foot buffer zone.  
 
A Request for Determination of Applicability was submitted to see if the Wetlands Act applies. 
 
The Commission members asked for more specifics about the project. Mr. Doyle asked if they have gone to the 
Engineering Department for drainage calculations. Mr. Dwyer indicated that they have not and asked to table this 
discussion until after they have consulted with Engineering to address some of the questions that the Commission has. 
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Motion made by Mr. Donovan to continue until the next meeting on August 15, seconded by Mr. Baker. All in favor.  
Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Moser returned to the meeting. 
 
 
Public Hearing  
Notice of Intent (DEP File # 316-0754) 
Applicant: Costco Wholesale Corporation 
Property Location: 71 Second Avenue 
 
Kevin Gaughan of Goulston & Storrs and Stephen Glowacki of RJO'Connell & Associates represented the applicant, 
Costco Wholesale to request a 12-pump gas station with two entrances and exits on Second Avenue and Winter Street. 
 
The applicant has presented to the Commission on July 21, 2016 to request an 18-pump gas station, and received 
approval of the Commission.  However, based on input from the City Council and several abutters, the project has been 
modified. 
 
The proposed project will add sidewalks and landscaping islands that are within the buffer zone. The applicant is 
requesting a signed Development Prospectus and an Order of Conditions for this project. 
 
Mr. Glowaski described the project, stormwater drainage with particle separators, and safety measures. Fuel storage is 
outside of the buffer zone.  
 
Mr. Glowaski has also been working with Jamie O’Connell from the Cambridge Water Department. 
 
The Commission members asked for more specifics about the project. As the conversation ensued, suggested changes 
were discussed.  
 
A memo was received Jamie O’Connell from Cambridge Water Department to request that the straw waddles be changed 
to a compost sock for this project. The straw waddles is what is in the Order of Conditions. Mr. Moser asked Ms. 
O’Connell to explain this requested change.  
 
Mr. Moser opened up questions from the public.  
 
Abutter John Generoso referenced the 1993 Order of Conditions (DEP# 316-257) for the building of Costco Wholesale. 
Condition 43 states “No storage of petroleum products, (motor oil, gasoline, or diesel fuel) shall be allowed on the site at 
any time.” Mr. Doyle pointed out that these conditions are in effect for three years and therefore they no longer apply to 
this site.   
 
City Councilor George Darcy asked a procedural question. If a decision is not reached at this meeting, will the public 
hearing will remain open until the next meeting? Mr. Moser confirmed that the public meeting will remain open for the next 
meeting. 
 
Jamie O’Connell referenced her memo expressing her desire for the project to meet the stormwater standards and the 
water going into the drainage pipe get the full 80% TSS removal and suggest that Costco get a particle separator. 
 
A site visit is scheduled for Tuesday, July 30 at 7:00 am at the proposed gas station location. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Motion made to continue Public Hearing to the August 15 meeting made by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Donovan. All in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion to continue the Development Prospectus sign-off to the August 15 meeting by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Baker. 
All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
 
Public Hearing  
Notice of Intent (DEP File # 316-0755) 
Applicant: NWALP 200 Smith Property Owner, LLC. 
Property Location: 200 Smith Street 
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Gary Harrington from Cambridge Networks Solutions and Patrick O’Reilly from Gil Engineering represented the applicant. 
The applicant is requesting 4-inch conduit housing fiber optic cables to run underground from the street to the building.  
 
The Commission members asked site specific questions and did not take issue with any of the work since there is very 
little ground disruption.   
 
Mr. Moser opened up questions from the public.  
 
Bob Coleman, an abutter, spoke about how he is in favor about what is being proposed. He asked the representatives if 
there is some way to get wiring from the three telephone poles from the northerly entrance to run underground. Mr. 
Harrington is willing to bring this question to the owners for discussion. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Doyle to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Donovan. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Doyle issue to positive order of conditions, seconded by Ms. Semlow. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
 
Informal Meeting  

• 105 Galen Street 
 
Atty. Howard Rock represented the applicant to inquire about requesting a Certificate of Compliance for 105 Galen Street. 
Bibbo Brothers was hired to add stakes to delineate the land. Mr. Moser recapped stating that the question is whether the 
wetland restoration has been completed. Is the wetland enlarged to the size that it was before the project began? Has the 
wetlands was been successfully enlarged through this project? Mr. Rock explained that plantings did take place and there 
is growth, however, it is not necessarily what we have hoped for after 25 years. Mr. Bibbo acknowledged that the wetland 
on the subject property is 2,000 square feet larger than the existing.  The 2,000 square feet that the wetland grew is less 
than the 5,000 square feet of wetland that was filled on the abutting property and significantly less than the 10,000 square 
feet of replication that was supposed to be performed on the subject property.” 
 
Mr. Bibbo presented his plan. The Commission asked for suggestions on how to increase the size of wetlands. Mr. Bibbo 
suggested that they remove invasives and do some additional plantings. Mr. Doyle requested Mr. Bibbo request a 1-3 
page letter and sketches from Eco tech on how to expand the area with the least amount of disturbance. Mr. Doyle would 
like to see an ANRAD to establish the line to show a data point and provide an as-built for the file. 
 
Mr. Rock will be asking for Certificates of Compliance on the two Bradford Street properties.  
 
In advance of the next meeting, Mr. Bibbo will provide plans from Eco-Tech and the Commission will have a site visit in 
preparation for issuing Certificates of Compliance. 
 
Commission Business 

• Approval of meeting minutes from 7-11-2019, 6-27-2019, 5-23-2019, 5-9-2019, and 2-28-2019: The 7-11-2019 
minutes have not been finalized yet. Motion made by Mr. Donovan to approve the meeting minutes from  6-27-
2019, 5-23-2019, 5-9-2019, and 2-28-2019, seconded by Mr. Baker. All in favor. Motion passed. 

• Approval of meeting dates for 2020: Motion made to postpone to next meeting pending room availability by Mr. 
Doyle, seconded by Mr. Donovan. All in favor. Motion passed.  

• Question from a concerned resident: No updates. 
• Potential uses for filing fees in administering the Wetlands Protection Act: Mr. Moser explained there are 

three potential projects: 
 

1. Inventorying the wetlands on approximately 285 city properties: Mr. Moser is looking for a volunteer to 
help select a consultant for this project. 

2. Mt. Feake: Mr. Moser is looking for input from Mr. Baker to narrow down the list of potential consultants. 
3. Hardy Pond restoration project – Mr. Moser has requested a proposal from one consultant and will bring 

to the board next meeting for approval. 
 

• Press release ideas: Mr. Moser asked that this topic be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 
Correspondence 
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• Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC sent a notification of upcoming work, but does not require a response because 

they have the utility clearance.  
 
  
Old Business   
Mr. Moser 

• No updates. 
 
Mr. Doyle 

• No updates. 
 
 
Mr. Baker 

• Paine Estate planting: No updates. 
• Paine Estate trees: Mr. Baker asked the status of the Wisteria vines removal purchase order. The purchase order 

has been approved and the Commission has the budget to hire a company, however it is currently not the ideal 
time to do the work. The contracted company will perform prep work in the fall and then perform the work in the 
spring. Mr. Baker will be the project manager and will work closely with Mr. Moser as he has to sign off on the 
paperwork. 

 
Mr. Dufromont 

• No updates. 
 
Mr. Donovan 

• No updates. 
 
Ms. Semlow 

• No updates. 
 
Committee Reports     

• CPC: The next meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2019 
• Trust Fund:  No updates. 

 
 
Site visit reports 

• No updates. 
 
 
New Business 
 

• 470, 486 + 500 Totten Pond Road: A Commission member noticed that there has been a blue dye added to the 
retention pond at Boston Properties on Totten Pond Road. The Commission discussed their concerns with 
additives of any type. The Commission will follow up via email to ask if someone can meet with the Commission 
to discuss. 

 
Motion made by Mr. Doyle to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Donovan. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 
 


