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Waltham Conservation Commission 
August 24, 2023 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting took place via public Zoom call with participation information posted at City Hall, Government 
Center, and on the Commission’s page of the city web site. Zoom information was circulated directly 
to all applicants and others on the public agenda. 

Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM. 

Attendees: Chair Philip Moser, Vice Chair Bill Doyle, Michael Donovan, Louis Andrews, Alexander 
Sbordone 

Absent: Gerard Dufromont, Bradley Baker 

Development Prospectus Sign Off 
• 46 & 50 Bear Hill Road - American Towers, LLC (Verizon). Adding telecom equipment to 

existing site. Rebecca Rafferty present for applicant. Ms. Rafferty summarized the project. The 
commission concluded that it is not in jurisdiction. Motion by Mr. Doyle to authorize the chair to 
sign the development prospectus, seconded by Mr. Donovan. Motion passed. 

 
Public Hearing 
Notice of Intent (DEP File # 316-0820) (Continued from 8/10/2023) 
Applicant: John Colbert—MWRA 
Property Location: Linden Street ROW; Waverley Oaks Road ROW. Project is entirely in roadway 
between approximately 182 Linden Street and 225 Waverley Oaks Road. 
Project Description: Rehabilitation of existing water main (Weston Aqueduct Supply Main – 
WASM3). 
Applicant has requested a continuance to the Commission’s October 5 meeting. Motion to continue 
by Mr. Donovan, seconded by Mr. Doyle. Motion passed. 
 
Public Hearing 
Notice of Intent (DEP File # 316-0821) (Continued from 8/10/2023) 
Applicant: City of Waltham Engineering Department 
Property Location: 185 Lyman Street (Lyman Pond weir in Chester Brook) 
Project Description: The intent of this project is to modify and improve the weir structure located 
within Chester Brook. 
Applicant is still waiting for a response from the Army Corps of Engineers. Motion to continue by Mr. 
Doyle, seconded by Mr. Donovan. Motion passed. 
 
Public Hearing 
Notice of Intent (DEP File # 316-0822) 
Applicant: Clayton Almeida 
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Property Location: 226 River Street 
Project Description: Rehab of an existing multifamily dwelling including new porch, stairway, and 
parking area. 
Tony Esposito, project engineer, present for applicant (also Ronnie Teixeira). Mr. Esposito described 
the project. The property is entirely within the 200’ riverfront area. He noted the current drainage and 
paved areas and what is proposed. A new catch basin will be installed. 
Mr. Moser asked for clarification on replacement of impervious vs. expansion. 1,207 sq.ft. will be 
added. There are no trees being removed. Mr. Moser would like clarification on the proximity of trees, 
if any, on the adjacent DCR property. The commission asked for clarification on the drainage 
contours. Mr. Donovan had concerns about the site’s snow removal plan or snow storage in the 
proposed configuration. Mr. Doyle noted that on city property maps the driveway on the plan appears 
to be entirely on the adjacent lot. Parcel measurements do not seem accurate on the city map. 
Discussion. Mr. Esposito confirmed that a surveyor has surveyed the lot. The commission is aware 
that city maps are not always 100% accurate, and after discussion accepted the professional 
surveyor’s determination. The lot lines are relevant to the snow storage plan and the infiltration 
amounts. Discussion of catch basin and slope stability. Mr. Doyle had some additional questions 
about the new catch basin capacity. Rough calculations showed that it will be large enough. Mr. 
Moser would like to make a site visit. He will take the lead on scheduling with Mr. Esposito. The public 
was invited to speak. Motion to continue by Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mr. Donovan. Motion passed. 
 
Public Meeting 
Request for Determination of Applicability 
Applicant: Gary Freeman 
Property Location: 105 Riverview Ave 
Project Description: The proposed project is to reconstruct the second-story roof deck of the 
existing house. 
 
Bob Bibbo of Bibbo Bros. appeared for the applicant. He summarized the site conditions and the 
project. The project is for the replacement of an existing second-floor deck and will not go outside the 
current footprint of the house. It was clarified that the deck will not change size or location. As there 
will be no excavation, erosion controls are not needed, but the applicant plans to use out of an 
abundance of caution. The commission had no concerns and recognized that the work as planned is 
exempt from filing an NOI. Motion to issue a negative determination by Mr. Doyle, second by Mr. 
Donovan. Motion passed. 
 
Commission Business 

• Approval of meeting minutes from 08-10-2023. Motion to approve by Mr. Donovan, seconded by 
Mr. Andrews. Motion passed. 

 
Correspondence 

• 177 Seminole Ave, received this afternoon. Regarding branches of city trees falling on abutting 
private property. Mr. Moser has responded. Discussion of property lines in this neighborhood 
and known and possible encroachments. Mr. Moser suggests the commission visit. Brief 
discussion. The city owns approximately 400 individual parcels, many of which are wooded and 
viewed by residents as “conservation land.” The Conservation Commission does not have 
responsibility for care and custody of these parcels: land is typically in the city’s general inventory 
with no assigned custodian. Mr. Moser noted legal precedent on this topic suggesting that good 
faith efforts by a local ConCom to manage city land would be acceptable and recognized if the 
land has not been specifically assigned for another purpose. Without clarification on an individual 
parcel such as this one, it is reasonable for a resident to reach out to ConCom, although ConCom 
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may not have any responsibility (except where within WPA jurisdiction). It was suggested that, 
as in past instances, if the commission believes action should be taken at a specific location, it 
should work to get the tree warden or another department involved. The commission might try 
to coordinate a visit to the site with the tree warden to discuss whether any cutting is warranted. 

 
Old Business 

• Conservation Agent search. Mr. Moser confirmed that an offer has been made and accepted 
and HR is processing. Hoping to have on board as early as September 5. 

 
Site Visit Reports 

• Brandeis - Hassenfeld (8/16 update). Mr. Baker. Deferred to next meeting. 
• 66 Greenwood Lane (Mr. Sbordone). Site walk showed work is as approved and not in wetlands. 

 
Committee Reports 

• CPC: Next meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2023. No new applications. 
 
New Business 

• 2024 Commission meeting dates and locations. Brief discussion specific to lack of appropriate 
meeting dates in April. Tabled to next meeting, to allow input from individual commissioners. 

 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Donovan, seconded by Mr. Doyle. All present in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
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