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Speed Regulations G.L. Chap. 90, Sections. 17 & 18
 Massachusetts has two (2) basic statutes that deal with Speed Limits

1: Chap. 90, Sec. 17  This statute is commonly referred to as the “Fundamental Speed Law”. The speed that a motorist can travel must be reasonable and proper at all times.

1:
The statute further says the maximum speed in a residential area or business district shall be 30 miles per hour (MPH). 

2:
the maximum speed on a divided highway (not a City street) shall be 50 MPH
3:
on any other street outside a residential or business district 40 MPH

4:
School Zone: shall be 20 MPH

In the absence of a Speed Regulation (posted Speed Limit) a speed greater than these limits is a violation. In addition, the motorist is required to reduce their speed when a special hazard exists such as a pedestrians, other traffic; weather conditions; or road construction. In some cases, this is solely at the judgment of the Police Officer who witnesses the violation. Most Waltham streets come under this section and the speed limit is 30 MPH. Motorist need to consider in these neighborhoods, “running children”, domestic animals running out, vehicles backing out of driveways, those with special needs, to reduce their speed.
2: Chap. 90, Sec. 18  Posted Speed Limits

The City of Waltham can post a public street with a Speed Limit. The procedures are established by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MDOT). Studies must be conducted and a formula commonly referred to as the “85% percentile” is used to determine what the speed limit should be. Every street in the City of Waltham is a residential or business district and has a speed limit of 30 MPH (fundamental speed; Ch.90,s17) except where posted. Some streets are posted under/over 30 MPH and are the result of a speed study where it was determine that the limit should be amended. Speeding violations generally must be observed by a Police Officer for a violation to be issued. (Note: Speeding can be determined at the scene of an accident by a Accident Reconstructionist)

Violations:
Fines for speeding are set by Statute

1:

O to 10 miles over the limit $150.

2:
Over 10 miles = $150 plus $10. for ever mile over the limit; i.e. 13 miles over the limit = $150. plus $30. for 3 miles over or a total of $180.00; 23 miles over the limit would be $150. (for the first ten) plus $130. (13 miles over for the next 13 miles)a total fine of $280.00 

In addition, these violations are reported to the Merit Rating Board and motor vehicle insurance is subject to penalty points.

There four common methods to determine a Speed Limit Violation

1:  Radar . . a high-frequency electromagnetic wave is transmitted and reflected back to the unit
from the vehicles within its range;
2:  LIDAR.. a very narrow laser pulse is transmitted, and is reflected back from a single vehicle
within its range; 
3:  Estimation   . .a Police Officer, by observation may determine that a vehicle is speeding and
his/her opinion will be accepted at  a court hearing;.
4:  A determination by a qualified Accident Reconstructionist that as result of the investigation, a
vehicle had been speeding prior to the accident.

All motor vehicle violations, if a penalty is imposed, are subject to a Magistrate hearing by the
District Court in the jurisdiction where the violation occurred. Officers will testify and the person
who received the ticket (Citation) can offer a defense. The Clerk Magistrate can uphold the fine, a

finding of “responsible;  reduce the fine; or find the party “not responsible” no fine.
Stay Safe
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