
4th  Annual Waltham 

Bicycle Update       
May 17, 2017  5:30 – 6:30pm 

Government Center Auditorium

City of Waltham – Planning Department

Bicyclist at intersection of School 

& Lexington Streets.



Agenda 5:30  - 6:30pm

 Welcome & Happy BSBW!

 Bicycle-Friendly Waltham

 Accomplishments to Date

 2016 Update + 2017 Forecast

 NEW MA Bicycle 

Transportation Plan 

#MABIKEPLAN

 Q&A
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Stopped at Signal at Lexington 

Street & Totten Pond Road



Bicycle-Friendly Waltham

 Great Location, Scale, Existing 
Land Uses

 Economically Vibrant Downtown 
& 128/95 Innovation Center 

 (2) Commuter Rail Stations with 
Local /Express Bus Routes

 (2)  Major Universities

 Transportation Master Plan

 Local Bicycle Culture/Resources

- Frank’s Spoke N Wheel

- Watch City Bike Lab 

- Waltham Bicycle Committee

- Waltham Police Bicycle
Registry
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Walking bicycle on sidewalk 

in Commercial Area 



Bicycle-Friendly Waltham

 Protect Your Bicycle with FREE & EASY Bicycle 

Registration from Waltham Police Department

 Less than 5 Minutes to Complete Form & Pickup 
Stickers at Station on Lexington Street
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Accomplishments 

Bicycle Transportation  2014-2016

Infrastructure:

 Installed 1st Bicycle Lanes in Waltham (2014)

 Increased On-Road Facilities: .24 mi. (2013) to 13.55 mi. (2016)

 Increased Off-Road Facilities: 3.46 mi. (2013) to 3.61 mi. (2016)

 Advancing Waltham’s portion of the Wayside Rail Trail
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Accomplishments 

Bicycle Transportation  2014-2016

Policy & Transportation Planning:

 Traffic Commission adopted Complete Street Policy 

9/18/14

 Traffic Commission adopted APBP Type Guidance for 

Bicycle Parking 11/18/15

 Completed Multi-Modal Transportation Plan
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Accomplishments 

Bicycle Transportation  2014-2016

Complete Street Safety:

 Waltham Police Modified Crash Form to include 

helmet usage as safety equipment 

 Continue Inter-Departmental Collaborations Especially 

with Police + Traffic Engineering + Consolidated Public 

Works on Complete Street Safety
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Accomplishments 

Bicycle Transportation  2014-2016

Bicycle Friendly Recognition (League of American Bicyclists)

 City of Waltham  - Honorable Mention as a Bicycle 

Friendly Community

 Bentley University – Designated as a Bicycle Friendly 

University Bronze (one of only 5 in MA)
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2016 Update & 2017 Forecast

 2015 Bicycle Facilities 
Forecast/Crash Data
(May 18, 2016 Map)

 2016 Bicycle Facilities 
Forecast/Crash Data

 Data Trends & 
Takeaways
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Bicyclist riding over 128/I95 on Route 117 Bridge sidewalk to 

connect with built section of Wayside Rail Trail
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N

(From 2016 Waltham  Bicycle Update)
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Crash Data by  Year  & Age
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Bicycle Crashes Reported to 

Waltham Police

29%

16%

15%

12%

11%

7%

7%

3% 1%

(170) Bicycle Crashes from 2010-2016

(25) 2016 / (15) Citations Issued

(3) Noted Driver Distracted by Electronic Device

Intersection

Crosswalk

Turning

Driveway

Rear/Side

Riding Against Traffic

Riding Past Stop/Red Light

Dooring

Parked Car

16% Bicyclist 

Did Not Follow 

Rules of Road

69% Involved 

Motor Vehicle 

Turning 

Movement
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Takeaways & Data Trends

 3 of 25 Drivers involved in 

Bicycle Crashes were cited 

as Distracted by Electronic 

Device in 2016

 25 Reported Crashes in 2016

- 4 Women/21 Men

- 35 Years Average Age

- 11 Years Youngest 

- 63 Years Oldest

 10 People had Trama

Requiring Transport to 
Hospital
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Bicyclist riding through School and 

Lexington intersection.



Takeaways & Data Trends

 Both Drivers & Bicyclists 

should be aware that 69% of 

the Reported Bicycle 

Crashes in Waltham involved 

Turning Motor Vehicles

 Operators of Motor Vehicles 

need to expect Bicyclists on 

the road and look for them 

before turning

 Distracted driving is one of 

the fastest growing safety 
issues on the roads today.  

Simply said Drive/Bike/Walk 

Phone Free
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Children riding home from School, waiting 

for cross walk signal.



New Statewide Bicycle Plan

Needs Waltham’s Input
 2008 State 

Bicycle Plan 
being updated 
by MassDOT
with Toole 
Design

 Share this with 
your network 
so MassDOT
hears from 
Waltham  

 ****This survey 
is not just for 
people who 
currently 
bicycle***
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Walking bicycle on sidewalk 

in Commercial Area 



New Statewide Bicycle Plan

Needs Waltham’s Input
 Example of 

Completed 

Question #1 

 “I would bike 
there if….”

 Pick your Top 3 

and Vote with 

your Dots
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Walking bicycle on sidewalk 

in Commercial Area 



New Statewide Bicycle Plan

Needs Waltham’s Input
 Example of 

Completed 

Question #2 

 “Which Bike 
Connections 

are Most 

Important to 

You….”

 Pick your Top 3 

and Vote with 

your Dots
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Walking bicycle on sidewalk 

in Commercial Area 



New Statewide Bicycle Plan
Needs Waltham’s Input

 Opportunity to 

draw or 

comment online

 Chance to 

highlight what is 

important to You 

& Waltham!
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Walking bicycle on sidewalk 

in Commercial Area 



 Provide MassDOT with More Waltham Public Input to the MA 

Bicycle Transportation Plan Update than any other City/Town

 Add 2 miles of On-Road Bicycle Facilities in 2017

 Provide Support to Advance the Design/Engineering of 

Waltham’s section of Wayside Multi-Use Path (Mass Central 

Rail Trail Corridor aka MCRT)

 Continue Inter-Departmental  & Police Collaborations  on 
Complete Street Safety for All Roadway Users  - Especially on 

Distracted Driving

 Increase Education of Crash Prevention for All Roadway Users 

 Continue work with League of American Bicyclists for Bicycle 

Friendly Opportunities (Community, University & Business)

2017 Bicycle Transportation Goals
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Thank You!
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