
The Waltham Recreation Board held their May Board meeting on May 11, 2022 at the Waltham 
Recreation Department, 510 Moody St, Waltham, MA 02453.  

Present were: Wayne Cook, Tom Creonte, Patricia Curtin, John Graceffa, Stacey Tully, Gary 
Vallerand and Jerry Walker.  Absent were Jennie Scafidi and Richard Scanlon.  

Also present were Director, Nick Abruzzi and Assistant Director, Kim Scott.  

Vice Chairperson Jerry Walker called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. A motion was made to 
approve the minutes of the April 13, 2022 Parks-Recreation Board Meeting by John Graceffa 
and seconded by Wayne Cook. All were in favor.  

The monthly bills were circulated and signed by all Parks-Recreation Board Members.  

Councillor Jonathan Paz was first on the agenda. Councillor Paul Katz and Councillor Cathyann 
Harris were also present.  Councillor Paz expressed his concern for the lack of a designated area 
for socialization of dogs and their owners and the sanitation issues that come with dog 
ownership.  He was requesting a feasibility study to occur at the North and South side of 
Waltham to address a designated space for dogs in Waltham.  He sponsored a resolution within 
the Economic and Community Development Committee to look at adding a dog park area to one 
of the following areas: Nipper Maher Park, Chemistry Park or McKenna Playground.  His 
preference would be to utilize Chemistry Park for this new recreation opportunity.  He 
understands that maintenance will also be topic of consideration.  He would also like a facility 
big enough to entertain small and large dog areas.  Councillor Katz addressed the need for dogs 
and their owners to have a place to exercise and socialize separate from where children play.  He 
referenced a site visit to a neighboring community and their protocols.  Councillor Katz also 
discussed play elements and structures for dog areas.   

Councillor Harris stated that she has been working for the last few years to create an interest 
group and has added this type of project into her capital improvement budget meetings with the 
Mayor.  

Director Abruzzi stated any new park concept would be included in a future capital improvement 
project.  New recreation facilities would need to be evaluated including: accessibility, parking 
and increase traffic to the location as well as addressing maintenance and safety concerns.  
Education to dog owners would also be important. 

City Councillor Paz, Councillor Katz and Councillor Harris thanked the Parks-Recreation Board 
for listening to their concerns. 

Director Abruzzi reviewed the statement of accounts explaining that two pages in their folders 
detailed operational and capital budget balances. Director Abruzzi noted that routine spending 
has occurred since last meeting.  A video surveillance system contract was recently signed for 
Prospect Hill Park and installation will occur in the near future.  The funds used to pay for this 
will come from the Verizon PEG Account.  All accounts are in good standing. 

Next on the agenda was the 2022 Summer Staff.  Director Abruzzi stated that the list provided to 
the Parks-Recreation Board was a combination of returning and new staff.  All new applicants 



were interviewed by full time recreation personnel.  All 2022 staff will be required to attend 
orientation and First Aid/CPR/AED training.  Once the Parks-Recreation Board approves this 
list, it will then be forwarded to Human Resources and the Mayor’s office for final approval. 

A motion to approve the 2022 Summer Staff was made by Gary Vallerand and seconded by John 
Graceffa.  All were in favor. 

 

Directors Report: 

Fernald Property – The Parks-Recreation Board visited the property for a site visit to view 
the progress on the daylighting project.  The pond is beautiful and will be a good fit with all 
the great amenities planned.  NESRA Engineering is working on the design and has met with 
Recreation staff numerous times.   

Lowell Field – Carolyn Cooney and Associates continue to work on design plans for Lowell 
Field Playground. We hope to bid for a contractor over the next few months. Test pits were 
scheduled for Thursday, May 12, 2022.  Special thanks to CPW for assisting with a backhoe for 
the test pits.  The Recreation Department is working with Waltham Football on alternate 
locations for practice if the field is out of commission during their season. 

Springfest- This free family event was held at Prospect Hill Park on Saturday, May 7, 2022.  
Full and part time staff oversaw this great event from 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.  Over 600 
individuals participated in lawn games, inflatables, a magic show, a DJ as well as the 
amusements.  A special thank you to Recreation Supervisor Kathy Gross for organizing such a 
successful event.   

Prospect Hill Park Amusements – Two new amusements were recently installed at Prospect 
Hill Park. We are waiting for equipment cables to be installed and final inspection from the 
State.  We anticipate opening these amusements in the near future.   The Amusements at 
Prospect Hill will be open on weekends through May.   

Court Lighting – Seasonal court lighting will be turned on this Friday, May 13, 2022.  Lighting 
will be on until 10:00 p.m. at the basketball courts, tennis and pickleball courts. 

Nipper Maher Park – Connie Mack Scoreboard – The Recreation Department staff are 
seeking quotes to replace the scoreboard at the Jake Dennis Field.   

High School Prom – A final logistic meeting will be held between School Administration and 
the Recreation Department.  The senior prom will be held at Prospect Hill Park on Tuesday, May 
31, 2022.  Two full time Recreation Department staff will be on site to assist with maintenance 
and supervision of this event.   

Other Business  

Parks-Recreation Board Member Stacey Tully mentioned she has received positive feedback on 
the vehicle access road at Prospect Hill Park being closed until 10:00 a.m. for morning walkers. 



A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Tom Creonte and seconded by Tricia Curtin, all 
were in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kimberly A. Scott 

Assistant Director 

 


